
 

 

City of Calistoga 

Staff Report 
 
TO:   Honorable Mayor and City Council 

FROM:  Richard Spitler, City Manager 

DATE:  October 1, 2013 

SUBJECT: Receipt of 2012/2013 Grand Jury Final Report on the Integrity of Grand 
Jury Investigations and Authorization for a  City of Calistoga’s Response 

 
APPROVAL FOR FORWARDING: 

 
________________________________ 
Richard D. Spitler, City Manager 
 
 1 
ISSUE: Receipt of 2012/2013 Grand Jury Final Report on the Integrity of Grand Jury 2 
Investigations and Authorization for a City of Calistoga’s Response. 3 
 4 
RECOMMENDATION:  Receive report and authorize the response letter by motion. 5 
 6 
BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION: The Napa County Grand Jury issued its “Final Report 7 
on the Integrity of Grand Jury Investigations” for 2012/2013 on April 25, 2013.  The 8 
Grand Jury’s mandate is to investigate all branches of government assuring they are 9 
being administered efficiently, honestly, and in the best interest of Napa County’s 10 
residents.   11 
 12 
The Grand Jury’s Final Report expresses concern that certain witnesses appearing 13 
before it had violated the secrecy admonition applicable to its proceedings. It has asked 14 
the City Council to respond to several findings as indicated in the attached draft letter 15 
response. There is also a recommendation that the City advise staff of the importance 16 
of the secrecy admonition when dealing with the Grand Jury. 17 
 18 
As the draft letter response indicates, City staff is not aware that any of our staff or the 19 
City Council violated the integrity of the secrecy admonition of the Grand Jury. The 20 
response reflects this understanding. The City Manager’s office will advise staff of the 21 
need for secrecy in dealing with the Grand Jury prior to the end of the calendar year.  22 
 23 
 24 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: None. 25 
 26 
ATTACHMENTS: 27 

1. Draft response letter 28 
2.   2012/2013 Grand Jury Final Report on the Integrity of Grand Jury Investigations 29 
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