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MINUTES

CALISTOGA PLANNING COMMISSION
March 12, 2014

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm.
A. ROLL CALL

Commissioners present: Chair Jeff Manfredi, Vice Chair Carol Bush, Commissioners
Scott Cooper, Tim Wilkes. Absent: Commissioner Paul Coates (excused). Staff
present: Planning & Building Director Lynn Goldberg Senlor Planner Erik Lundquist.

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
C. PUBLIC COMMENTS
None.
D. ADOPTION OF MEETING AGENDA
The meeting agenda of March 12, 2014 was

Commissioners.
F. CONSENT CALENDAR

1. Mumc:xpal Code A
Mun|C|paI Code to ad

Planning and Bundmg Director Goldberg reviewed the proposed Municipal Code
amendments that would allow the keeping of chickens as an accessory use in
the residential zoning districts, with the exception of the Mobile Home Park
District. Four to six chickens would be allowed, depending on the zoning district.
General regulations would also be added to the Animals title of the Municipal
Code. She noted that letters had been received in support and in opposition to
the proposed amendments. Staff doesn’t believe it is appropriate to classify
chickens as household pets.
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Commissioner Wilkes thanked staff for the extensive research involved in the
preparation of the proposed amendments.

Chair Manfredi summarized his conversation with staff earlier in the day, during
which he suggested requiring an administrative use permit to allow chicken
keeping in all but the Rural Residential Zoning District in order to notify the
neighbors.

Ms. Goldberg explained the administrative use permit process and associated
cost.

In response to a question from Commissioner Wilkes about what would occur if
there were neighbor objections to a proposed chicken keeping application, Ms.
Goldberg explained that staff's decision could be appealed to the Commission, or
staff could choose to refer the application: : '
action.

Commissioner Cooper thinks that requiring an
chickens is excessive. He asked if a provision c stead be added to the
proposed regulations requiring the discontinuation of the chicken keeping based
upon the number of complaints received. Ms. Goldberg replied that such a
situation could be addressed through the rou de enforcement process.

Chair Manfredi opened the publlc , earlng

Jeanette Squire spoke in support of being ep ‘back yard chickens. She

has chickens and did not realize that they are no /Urrently legal. Allowing four to
six chickens seems like the normal am'unt The 20-foot minimum setback to a
nelghborlng home for a coop is excessnve The administrative use permit process

concerns about them. The ne;ghborhood dogs are louder. Chickens only make
noise when laying eggs. Many cities, such as San Francisco, San Jose and Los
Angeles, allow cl cken keeping. It is not a big nuisance. He is saddened by the
pOSSIblllty of a $50 fe .get approval for chicken keeping, and the fact that the
City would contact the neighbors rather than the property owner. The maximum
number of chickens proposed per lot is low; perhaps a greater number could be
allowed based upon the lot size.

In respons a questlon from Louise Hardesten, Franz Valley School Road,
Ms. Goldberg answered that the proposed regulatlons prohibit the keeping of
roosters.

Chair Manfredi closed the public hearing.

Vice Chair Bush grew up with chickens in a city and does not find issue with the
proposed ordinance.

Commissioner Wilkes grew up in Los Angeles and had all types of animals,
including chickens. In response to a question from Commissioner Wilkes
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73 regarding the amount of chickens that would be appropriate to produce eggs for
74 a family, Mr. Moon-Wainwright noted that after about two to three years, the hens
75 lay sporadically, so more than four could be needed to supply a family.
76 In response to questions from Commissioner Wilkes about the proposed
77 minimum lot size for chicken keeping, Ms. Goldberg responded that her intent
78 was to ensure that there was sufficient area in general to minimize potential
79 problems, and she tried not to get into “quality of life” requirements, such as a
80 minimum number of square feet for coops or roaming area. Situations where
81 owners currently exceed the maximum number of chlckens would be addressed
82 on a complaint basis. T
83 Commissioner Cooper raised chickens in Alas '/”and leans toward allowing six
84 rather than four chickens per lot. Requiring a ratiy
85 chicken keeping does not make sense in this s
86 Commissioner Wilkes believes that a public

87
88

attent|on to an extraordlnary S|tuat|on which -

89

90
91
92
93

94 hopes that people infor

95 .
96 cil approve amendments to the
97 Municipal icken- keepmg on residentially-zoned properties and
08 adopt provi / ng use, was approved unanimously.

A motion by Vice Cha

99 2.

100

101 at a number of amendments to the Design Review
102 : de need to be amended to require the consideration of
103 the guidelines that the Commission had recently
104 recomm iewi '

105 the “guidelil ectlon of the chapter, and add a “findings” section. A number of
106 other amendments are recommended to clarify design review authority and
107 application submittal requirements, delete unnecessary language and add a
108 process for time extensions of approvals.

109 Chair Manfredi wondered how you get people to participate in the Design
110 Advisory Panel.

111 Ms. Goldberg noted that the City once had a Design Review Board but it was

112 disbanded and replaced with the Design Advisory Panel that would include
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113 members with design expertise to provide design advice to the City on large
114 projects, which at times is difficult to find in a small community.
115 Commissioner Wilkes noted in his experience, members of the planning
116 commission were able to participate on such a panel. Having a separate design
117 review chapter makes it easier to find these provisions in the Zoning Code.
118 A motion by Chair Manfredi and seconded by Commissioner Cooper to adopt
119 a resolution recommending the City Council rescind Chapter 17.06, Design
120 Review, and adopt a new Chapter 17.41, Design Review, was approved
121 unanimously.
122 3. Maxine’s UP 2014-3: Application withdrawn b, ppl/ca‘ i
123 A motion by Chair Manfredi and seconded by Vice Chair Bush to table the
124 matter was approved unanimously. o
125 H. MATTERS INITIATED BY COMMISSIONERS
126 None
127z |. DIRECTOR REPORT
128 Ms. Goldberg requested that the Commi”sfé‘i
129 due a lack of business items, and the_’f /
130 J. ADJOURNMENT , o
131 The meeting was adjourned at 6:03 p.m. to April 8, 2014, at 5:30 p.m.

“Lynn Goldberg
Planning Commission Secretary




