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TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 

FROM:          Steve Campbell, Fire Chief  

DATE: May 20, 2014 

SUBJECT: Napa County Operational Area Hazard Mitigation Plan - 2013 Update 
 
 
APPROVAL FOR FORWARDING: 

 
__________________________ 
Richard Spitler, City Manager 
 
 1 
ISSUE:  Consideration of a Resolution approving the Napa County Operational Area 2 
Hazard Mitigation Plan - 2013 Update 3 
 4 
RECOMMENDATION: Adopt the Resolution. 5 
 6 
BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION: The Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (DMA 2000) was 7 
made Public Law 106-390 by President Bush on October 30, 2000.   DMA 2000, also 8 
commonly known as the 2000 Stafford Act Amendments, amends the Stafford Act and 9 
establishes a national program for pre-disaster mitigation.  The new legislation 10 
reinforces the importance of mitigation planning and emphasizes planning for disasters 11 
before they occur: 12 
 13 
 14 

“The purpose of this title is to establish a national disaster hazard 15 
mitigation program: 16 

 17 
1. To reduce the loss of life and property, human suffering, 18 

economic disruption, and disaster assistance costs 19 
resulting from natural disasters; and 20 

 21 
2. To provide a source of pre-disaster hazard mitigation 22 

funding that will assist States and local governments 23 
(including Indian Tribes) in implementing effective hazard 24 
mitigation measures that are designed to ensure the 25 
continued functionality of critical services and facilities after 26 
a natural disaster.” 27 

 28 

9 
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Section 322 of DMA 2000 specifically addresses mitigation planning at the local level.  29 
This section identifies new requirements that allow Hazard Mitigation Grant Program 30 
(HMGP) funds to be used for planning actions, and increases the amount of HMGP 31 
funds available to states that have developed a comprehensive mitigation plan prior to a 32 
disaster.  States and local governments must have an approved mitigation plan in place 33 
before receiving HMGP funds. In other words, should the City wish to receive future 34 
hazard mitigation funding either through the HMGP program or following a disaster 35 
when Section 406 funding is made available, the City will need to provide a newly 36 
developed All Hazard Mitigation Plan.   Non-compliant local governments will be 37 
ineligible for HMGP and Flood Mitigation Assistance following a disaster. 38 
 39 
The Act also allows each local government to actively participate in the development 40 
(and maintenance) of a multi-jurisdictional plan.  Rather than prepare its own hazard 41 
mitigation plan, the City, as a member of the Napa Operational Area, elected to 42 
participate in the development of the Plan with the County of Napa.  The County, in 43 
conjunction with several other jurisdictions within Napa County, has prepared the Napa 44 
Operational Area Pre-disaster Hazard Mitigation Plan, which incorporates all 45 
requirements for the City of Calistoga to be in compliance with DMA 2000. 46 
 47 
Local mitigation plans must demonstrate that their proposed mitigation actions are 48 
based on sound planning that accounts for the risk to and the capabilities of the 49 
individual communities.  City Staff developed a comprehensive list of local programs 50 
and projects to be included within the Plan.  These projects will be rated and prioritized 51 
for funding following a California federally declared disaster.  In addition, Governors 52 
may recommend five or more local communities annually for assistance.   53 
 54 
The objective of the Napa Operational Area DMA 2000 Plan is to incorporate the best 55 
possible approaches to mitigation from the four major threats to our area:  wildfire, 56 
flooding, earthquakes, and technological hazards.  Over time, by implementing the 57 
process and programs in the Plan, the survivability of key facilities and the ability of 58 
response personnel to effectively respond to any emergency/disaster will be enhanced. 59 
 60 
CONSISTENCY WITH CITY COUNCIL GOALS AND OBJECTIVES:      This mitigation 61 
plan is consistent with Council Goal 2: Offer excellent professional services to all 62 
customers. Objective 6 - Enhance community disaster preparation. 63 
  64 
FISCAL IMPACT:     None.  The County received a small grant to assist in the 65 
development of the Plan.  In the future, should HMGP funds become available for a 66 
local pre-disaster mitigation project, a cash match may be required. 67 
  68 
ATTACHMENTS: 69 
1. Executive Summary of the Napa County Operational Area Hazard Mitigation Plan – 70 

2013 Update 71 
2. Draft Resolution 72 
3. DMA 2000 Legislation 73 
4. Napa County Operational Hazard Mitigation Plan – 2013 Update (available for 74 

review in the City Clerk’s office and City website) 75 
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