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SUBJECT: Presentation by Napa County on the Greenwood Ave. Culvert 
Replacement Project over the Napa River 

 
 

APPROVAL FOR FORWARDING: 

 
__________________________ 
Richard D. Spitler, City Manager

 
 1 

ISSUE:  Discussion on possible downstream impacts to the City of Calistoga associated 2 
with to the replacement of the existing Greenwood Ave. culvert with a full span bridge 3 
over the Napa River. 4 
 5 
RECOMMENDATION:  Receive presentation from Napa County and provide direction 6 
as necessary 7 
 8 
BACKGROUND:  The project is located on Greenwood Avenue (south side of Grant), in 9 
Napa County, where the road crosses over the Napa River.  Napa County currently has 10 
an existing 15-ft diameter culvert that has deteriorated and needs to be replaced. 11 
Calistoga City limits begin about 10-feet, downstream of this culvert.  12 
 13 
Staff has expressed our concern to the County that there can be no negative 14 
downstream impacts to Calistoga’s flood plain. Initially the County proposed to replace 15 
the culvert with a similar sized culvert, but after consultation with various wildlife 16 
agencies they were advised that they would be required to replace the existing culvert 17 
with a new, larger spanning bridge.  18 
 19 
Staff has raised concerns with County representatives that opening up the culvert with a 20 
larger spanning bridge may lead to increased downstream peak flows and potentially 21 
have negative downstream impacts.  We have requested that that the County present 22 
their findings of the recent hydrology study documenting no adverse impacts.   23 
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 24 
FISCAL IMPACT:  This is a Napa County Improvement Project that will not require 25 
funding from Calistoga for the construction of this project. 26 
 27 
ATTACHMENTS 28 
1. Technical Memorandum from Napa County’s Consultants 29 
2. Flood Map 30 
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