






























To:           Zach Tusinger, Public Comment 
Subject:  Brannan Center Case Number UP2020-4 & DR2020-3 
 

I am Robert Silva, and I have lived at 1414 Third Street for over 28 years. My property is located 

60 feet from the Presbyterian Church, directly across from the church parking lot. 

 I was not notified about this project until my neighbor told me on July 6th.   There was no 

outreach from the Brannan Center to ever contact me. 

The number of large events that is recommended, 24 to 32 with occupancy of 50-105 and 50-

130, is far too many for Third Street and the residential neighborhood. Parking on Third Street 

and Fourth Street is a problem right now.  

With the evening events, exiting car headlights will be pointed directly at my property.  

The added people walking, biking, or driving to the center will add noise, congestion and take 

away from quality of life in our residential neighborhood. My concern is the loss in the value of 

my property because of the changed usage from a Presbyterian Church with a small 

congregation to a center having many large events. 

Please limit the large events and discourage cars from filling up residential side streets.   

It seems to me there is a conflict of interest with the construction company of Paul Coasts and 

the architect Timothy Wilkes who have worked on this project and are both Planning 

Commissioners. In my opinion is a major problem.  

I believe to allow fair participation of the homeowners in the neighborhood; this Brannan 

Center project should be postponed until we pass the pandemic and have more time to discuss 

the concerns of the neighbors this will impact the most. 

 

Sincerely, 

Robert Silva 
707 942-4000 
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Zach Tusinger

From: Julie Spencer <Julie@riandahouse.org>
Sent: Wednesday, July 22, 2020 11:36 AM
To: Zach Tusinger; Public Comment
Cc: Anne Carver; Tom Abbey
Subject: Brannan Center - Case Number: UP2020-4 & DR2020-3

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

 
Subject: Brannan Center - Case Number: UP2020-4 & DR2020-3 
 
Dear Calistoga Planning Commissioners – 
 
Rianda House Senior Activity Center, a 501c3, has been providing no-cost enrichment programs for older UpValley 
adults (55 – 100+ years young!) since 2008. An on-going goal of the Rianda House team is to provide Calistoga 
older adults with more lifelong learning, wellness, and enrichment programs – weekly and monthly – in Calistoga.  
 
We are very grateful to the City of Calistoga and Rachel Melick and her Parks & Recreation team for their 
coordination and enthusiasm in partnering with us since 2012 to host Rianda House programs at the Calistoga 
Community Center, as often as their schedule allows. In February this year, we were excited to partner with The 
Boys & Girls Club for the first-time of their impressive and well-appointed facility to hold a 8-week Fall Prevention 
workshop. Having no-cost access to these venues is extremely appreciated and makes our no-cost programs 
possible. Respectfully, however, they both present similar challenges: lack of availability and not-so senior friendly 
accommodations – which limits Rianda House’s ability to provide more program variety, more frequently.   
 
Looking at the Brannan Center plans, and hearing about the thoughtful design and vision, it is easy to get excited 
with possibilities as we envision a beautiful place where older adults will feel welcome, honored, inspired and 
comfortable. Such a well-appointed ADA venue will be a perfect location to hold Rianda House no-cost programs 
such as Readers Theater rehearsals and performances, musical activities, weekly lectures, lifelong learning classes,
discussion and support groups, and more! The ease of getting “there” is a key element for older adults, and the 
Brannen Center’s easy access via shuttle, bike or ample parking is an essential feature. We are especially excited 
to see the commercial kitchen plans – Rianda House has been searching for a perfect venue in Calistoga to hold 
our Lunch Bunch program (2x a week) with our Meals On Wheels partner. Providing and option to dine alfresco on 
the terraced patio would be lovely reminder to older adults how extra special they.  
 
Rianda House welcomes the addition of the beautiful community venue like The Brannen Center, which will serve all
Calistoga residences, attract more commerce through new cultural activities, and provide a lovely gathering place 
and lifelong learning venue for Calistoga’s older residences.  
 
Sincerely, 
Julie  
 
 
Julie Spencer 
Executive Director | julie@riandahouse.org | Mobile: 707‐978‐0586 | Direct: 707.963.8555, ext. 105 

| 1475 Main Street, St. Helena, CA 94574 | www.riandahouse.org | General: 707.963.8555 ext. 101  

 

Due to COVID-19, Rianda House is currently closed and all in-person classes are suspended.  The entire Rianda House team however is still at work from 
our remote offices. If you or a friend is in need of a resource, or a friendly check-in call, e-mail info@riandahouse.org or call 707-963-8555, ext. 101. Updates and 
information about new virtual classes and ways to stay connected available on our web site: http://www.riandahouse.org 



July 22, 2020

To : Zach Tusinger, Public Comment
                                                        Subject: Brannan Center Case # UP2020-4 & DR 2020-3

                                          
Panning Commissioners:

As a frequent visitor to a home on 4th Street, I am writing to express my concern regarding the 
Brannan Center intentions and the issuance of their Use Permit.

Let me say, first, that I embrace the project and the services it will support in our community. 
The restoration and renovation of that building is so welcomed. It will be wonderful to see that 
corner transformed from what it is today to what it will be in the future.

That being said, to allow the possibility of the potential maximum usage as proposed by the City 
concerns me greatly. You are well aware of the maximum use numbers so I will spare that 
inclusion in this letter. But, of those large scale events, many if not most will occur in the 
evenings or weekends when parking in those surrounding neighborhoods is already taxed to the 
limit for the people who live there. This is when many people are home from work, school or 
whatever. Counting on ancillary parking is not a given. Events at both locations at the same time 
is a real possibility.

I am addressing parking but as I think about this, it also means more traffic. Try to negotiate 4th 
Street on days and times mentioned above and you will know exactly the conditions I am 
addressing. When I encounter an oncoming vehicle on 4th Street, and the curb is lined with 
parked cars, often one of us will have to find a space to pull over to allow the other car to pass 
because there is not enough room for three side by side automobiles (one parked, two passing 
one another). More than once, one of us has had to BACK UP on to Fair Way. This is NOT a 
safe condition.

Please reconsider your allowance of events to be more in line with the history of the Green 
Church and the reality of an already established neighborhood.  

Submitted respectfully,

Jeri Hansen



July 22, 2020 

To:           Zach Tusinger, Public Comment 
Subject:  Brannan Center Case Number UP2020-4 & DR2020-3 
 

I am writing to support the Brannan Center. I applaud the Brannan Center for all the effort to 

restore and renovate the building. I have been told several times the Green Church will be as it 

always was, offering nonprofits such as Girls Scout, AA, and ELS a meeting place. I look forward 

to that aspect of the usage and especially for the nonprofits that will utilize the facility. 

However, the number of medium to large events allowed under the new usage permit is 

overwhelming. I recognize the need to offer a private event venue, but it should be done with 

respect to the residential neighborhood by which the property is bound. 

Dear Planning Commissioners please limit the number of larger events as recommended by the 

Planning Department. When looking at the number of large events, 24 to 32 per month, with an 

occupancy of 50-105 or 50 -130 attendees per month, the neighborhood will be forever 

changed.    

Historical usage of the Presbyterian Church typically would be one Sunday service, if fully 

functioning with 100 people at max in attendance and maybe 1 or 2 small meetings per week. 

That is what the neighborhood has come to expect. The change of usage to an event center 

with 24 to 32 large events per month is not consistent with the usage in the neighborhood.  

The anticipated number of event attendees that will be coming into the neighborhood at either 

day or night, will add extra noise, extra cars entering and exiting the parking lot, car headlights 

directed into neighbors’ houses, etc.  When the parking lot at the church is at full capacity and 

the ancillary lots are unavailable there will be an overflow of cars looking for parking on the 

bordering streets. On line 155 of the Staff Report, staff suggests “there is parking available in 

the general neighborhood”.  Washington, Third and Fourth Streets are reaching capacity now 

and visitors and residents have difficulty finding parking spots.  

Please reduce the number of large events from the 24 to 32 per month proposed to half of that 

amount.  

Theoretically there could be a 100-person event every day of the month every month of the 

year.  

 

Sincerely, 

Donna Higgins 
1410 Fourth Street 



July 22, 2020 
 
Zach Tusinger, City of Calistoga Planning and Building Director 
City of Calistoga Planning Commission 
 
Dear All, 
 
My name is Jeffrey Stambor and I live at 1406 Fourth St in Calistoga. I am writing to 
you in reference to the proposed Brannan Center project. I want to reiterate my 
support and desire to see the project evolve into an enriching resource for the 
community of Calistoga and acknowledge the Brannan Center for modifying the 
proposed fence between our properties.  
 
I am still troubled by the number of potential events of over 50 people that could 
occur. I reached out to several Brannan Center board members to help me 
understand the need for up to 24 mid size (50 – 100 people) events and 4 large size 
(100+ people) events a month. The draft resolution allows for 4 mid size events per 
week and 8 large size (100 – 130 people) events per month of which 4 can be 
“traded 1 for 2” into mid size events. That’s practically a mid size or larger event 
every day of the month! They haven’t responded to my attempt to engage in a 
conversation. I’ve thought about this a lot during the past week and finally came to 
the realization that what concerned me most was the difference between open to 
the public and private events and there is no mention of that criteria in the 
resolution. I have no issue with the number of events that involve less than 50 
people because they would be the kind of events that historically occurred at the 
Presbyterian Church – Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, AA, ESL classes, etc. – and these are 
the events and function of the center that the Brannan Center communications are 
highlighting as the mission of the center. I look forward to the potential of musical 
events, speakers, theatrical productions that would be newly available to the 
community. I understand the need to hold private revenue generating events – such 
as weddings, quinceaneras, private family or organization gatherings. The Brannan 
Center states the need to hold a “limited number of revenue events” to defray 
operating costs. I’m looking for a balance between community events, private 
revenue generating events and overall impact on the neighborhood and I don’t see 
that in the draft resolution. I urge you to limit the number of mid to large size events 
– these will predominantly occur in the evening and on weekends and will have the 
biggest effect on the neighborhood.  I propose no more than 3 events a week of 
which one can be a 100+ person event and that no more than 2 of those events per 
month be private events. Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Jeffrey Stambor and Lisa Shepard 


