RESTRAINING ORDERS:

A Temporary Restraining Order (TRO) is a court order informing the defendant to appear for a hearing and restraining that defendant from contacting the petitioner. It is a Civil Court Procedure, meaning that in most cases you must submit a request to the court asking for the TRO. You can do this yourself or may consult and attorney. Once the TRO is in effect, the police department will enforce it as a criminal matter.

Legal Aid of Napa is available to assist seniors and low income people in obtaining restraining orders against abusive children, spouses, caregivers and others. This service is free to seniors and low income people. There is a modest fee for others.  You can contact Legal Aid of Napa at 707-255-4933.

In serious cases of on-going domestic violence, a police officer may be able to issue and Emergency Protective Order (EPO). This is accomplished when the officer calls a judge who will verbally issue the EPO.  The EPO expires on the fifth court date after the order was made. Before it expires, you must request a TRO directly from the court.  Victims of domestic violence may request assistance from Napa Emergency Women’s Services (NEWS) at 707-255-NEWS.
VISIT CALIFORNIA LEGAL SELFHELP WEBISTE (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp/) FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND FORMS.

